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       The Cog 
       Driving the wheel of fellowship 

 

June ’08 Newsletter 
 

 

Programme for the next two months. 

 

 

JUNE ’08     Speaker Finder   Vote of thanks 

 

 

Monday 2nd Normal meeting          Graham Johnson        David Haynes 

Monday  9
th
   Normal Meeting        Peter Lloyd Morris    Bernard Johnson

    

Thursday 12
th
 Council meeting 

Monday 16
th
 Business/AGM                 

Monday 23
rd
  Normal Meeting    David Mountford       Peter Lloyd Morris 

  plus President’s Valedictory Speech 

Monday 30
th
    Normal Meeting John Roberson Peter Hammond

  

     

JULY ‘08 

 

Monday 7
th
    Normal meeting     Iain Vernon 

     District Governor   David Mountford  

Monday 14
th
 Normal meeting     Peter Osborn Dean Orton    

Thursday 17
th
 Council meeting 

Monday  21
st
  Business meeting 

Monday  28
th
   Normal meeting Malcolm Richardson   Peter Osborn 

 

If you are unable to carry out your ‘duty’ please find a substitute and tell  

Tom Archer. 



Aluminum Alloy Wheels 28
th

 April  
 

Peter Hammond gave us a most informative talk on the use of aluminum 

alloy in the manufacture of aircraft wheels and onto its use for car wheels. 

He said that in the past wheels for aircraft had been made from magnesium 

alloy castings, but these were superseded by aluminum alloy castings and 

forgings – forging being the superior method because of greater strength and 

fewer inherent defects. 

Aircraft wheels are subject to the high standards of all aspects of manufacture 

and use of aircraft components.  Stringent specifications, inspections and test 

apply. 

Aluminum alloy wheels for cars have become very popular due possibly to 

the perception that they are lighter and therefore enhance a cars performance 

but due more certainly to the eye appeal of the good finish and aura of 

luxury.  Aluminum wheels are more expensive and more prone to damage 

than the steel counterpart. 

A lively discussion ensued with a range of questions both technical and non 

technical.  The farming community even raising (tongue in cheek) the 

prospect of aluminum wheels on tractors with the consequent problem of 

damage and repair (by welding torch). 
 

Down to Earth 1
st
 May 

 

About 60 Rotarians and members of Inner Wheel and their guests partook in 

a Gardener’s Question time run by BBC Leicester in the music room of 

Misterton Hall by kind permission of Mrs. Craven.  The questions were both 

detailed and wide ranging which added to the enjoyment of the evening – 

even for the non gardeners. Our thanks again to Heather Craven for the use 

of the room and the opportunity of touring her garden on such a lovely 

evening. 

(Broadcast on May 11
th
 during the Plant Sale and put out on loudspeakers). 

 

Long Service Award – 12
th

 May ‘08   
 

Bob Bracegirdle – Assistant District Governor presented Graham Johnson 

(current Club Fund Raiser) with his Long Service Award. Graham joined 

Rotary in 1976 and has been one of the Club’s most active members raising 

money for a legion of charities over the years.  His enthusiasm is infectious 

and as yet “no” is not in his vocabulary.  Having run a very successful  

 

 



business in Lutterworth for many years he is known locally by everybody 

greeting both friends and strangers with a smile.        He is Mr. Rotary. 

 

Alrewas National Arboretum Visit 9
th

 May 

 

A party of 21 Rotarians and friends visited the National Memorial Arboretum 

near Tamworth. 

 The idea of the Arboretum was conceived in 1988 when the current Director 

David Childs CBE visited Arlington Cemetery in Washington USA.  Group 

Captain Leonard Cheshire played a large part in influencing the then Prime 

Minister (John Major) in 1994 to launch an appeal to create the Arboretum.  

At the time the project had no money and no land.  82 acres of land (a 

reclaimed gravel working) was provided by Redland (now Lafarge) 

Aggregates and has since had a further 70 acres gifted – including the 

wildlife lake. Our guide informed us that some 50,000 trees of all varieties 

had already been planted. 

Those on the visit were most impressed with what had been achieved already 

– a place to reflect on what had happened over the past century. 

 

Plant and Craft Sale – Misterton 11
th

 May ‘08 

 

Phew!!  Wonderful weather, idyllic setting and an array of vintage and classic 

cars to add to a wide range of diverse stalls served to make this the most 

successful Rotary run Fair yet.  Not only did the Club raise sufficient funds to 

make their contribution to Foundation but individual stalls raised their own 

money for charity.  It was pleasing to see that Lutterworth College Enterprise 

Centre had record sales of crafts made by pupils. 

‘Sounds like Swing’ played background music during the afternoon which 

was appreciated by over 500 visitors. Children were catered for by pony rides 

and a ‘tea cup’ fairground ride. 

Several stalls provided snacks and lunch time refreshments including drinks, 

strawberries and ice creams. 

A big thanks to Graham and Elaine for organising and running the day.  And 

a big thank you to Barry and his team who ran  the tombola.   

Acting personally on her individual stall Pres. Elaine and friend Tilly raised 

£262 for Macmillan Cancer Support on a Barclays matched £ for £ scheme.  

Mrs. Craven has kindly agreed to have us back on May 10
th

 next year. 



Club Assembly  12
th
 May ‘08 

 

Clive Weston, who will be our  New President in July, welcomed his new 

committee and the plans they have for the coming year following a Long  

Service Award made to Graham Johnson by the Assist. District Governor 
 

Forthcoming Events 
 

Millionaires Evening and President’s changeover  

at Sturgess’s  Showroom, Narborough Road, Leicester 

on Wednesday 25
th

 June.   7 – 10 p.m.  

Entertainment by Royal Flush Promotions 

Proceeds to Loros and Rainbows Hospices 

Price £15 per person 
 

An Evening’s Entertainment on Friday 4
th

 July   
at Manor Farm, Ullesthorpe from 8-30 pm -12-30am.   

Price £12-50 per person which includes a Pig Roast and entertainment by the 

Celtic Band, but bring your own drink and glasses.                        

All proceeds to Rotary Supported Charities 
Tickets available from Graham Johnson/John Wells or at the Farm.  
 

Burton Chases - Sponsored Horse Ride – Saturday  9
th

 August 

At Rtn. John Ensor’s Farm in aid of Air Ambulance and Motor Neuron 

Disease   Volunteers required for the day please. 

 More details to follow later 
 

Lutterworth Feast Day – Saturday 16
th

  August 
Balloon Race organised by Clive Weston 

Volunteers needed for the day – please give your names to Clive 
 

                                   Visits Planned 
 

Air Ambulance  - Saturday. 21
st
 June - 10-30 a.m 

See Elaine as there are limited places 
 

Welland Valley Vineyard Visit Wednesday 6
th

 August 

Being organized by John Wells   Cost £4 each. 

. 

Peter Osborn – Rossett Green – Valley Lane – Bitteswell 

Leics.  LE17 4SA                              Tel :- 01455 553178 

 


